Parents:
Things to Keep in Mind for Baptism
Before the Baptism:
 Stake Baptisms are scheduled for the second Saturday of each month. Check the list of Baptism
Dates for 2010 for your child’s baptism day.
 Make an appointment with the Bishop, one or two weeks ahead of the baptism day for your son
or daughter to have an interview. Call Brother _______ for an appointment with the Bishop at _
(___)____-______.
 Make sure the persons performing the ordinances are properly cleared by Bishop. A priesthood
holder who is not a member of our ward will need to be interviewed by our Bishop before he
performs the baptism.
 Choose two witnesses holding the proper authority to witness the baptism.
 Contact the Primary President with the number of people who will be in attendance at the
baptism. A rough estimate is fine! This information will be given to the Stake Baptism
Coordinators to ensure that a large enough room is prepared for the baptism.
 As members of the CTR 7 classes, we encouraged the children to attend the baptisms of their
classmates. This will be an important day for each of them and we hope you will support each
one on their baptism day!

Day of the Baptism:
 Baptismal clothes will be given to you at the stake center on the day of the baptism. Remember to
wear all white underclothes for the baptism. Bring a change of underclothes and a towel to dry
off with. Fresh underclothes are necessary because the ones worn during the baptism will be wet.
 Arrive at the Stake Center at 9:00 am. The baptisms start at 9:30am and you will need to check in
with _____________ at the Relief Society room, change, and take any pictures of your family that
you wish to prior to the meeting’s start.
 The rest of your family can meet you in the Chapel where the talks on Baptism & the Holy Ghost
are given and each ward waits for dismissal to perform the baptisms.
 Check on your two witnesses to ensure they have arrived for the baptism. Remind them they will
be witnessing the baptism and ask them to go to the front of the room when the member of the
bishopric asks them to come forward for the baptism.
 Take pictures as you would like before and after the meeting. The handbook outlines pictures of
the ordinances and pictures in the chapel should not be taken.
 While we are waiting for the children and fathers or other priesthood holder to change, we will
either listen to hymns or primary music or watch a Baptism video.

After the Baptismal Service:
 Any refreshments should be served at your home.
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Being Ready for Baptism
Here are some questions that your parents can use to determine if you are prepared for
baptism. We suggest that your parents go over these carefully with you to make sure that
you understand all of the answers.
Choose the right answer:
1.

The Church of which we are a part is the Church of Jesus Christ of
a. the Latter-days.
b. Latter-day Saints.
c. Saints in these Days.
d. The Last Days.

2.

The Church to which we belong is sometimes called
the
a. first church.
b. LDS Church.
c. Protestant.
d. only church.

3.

Another name by which the Church is known is
a. the Nephi Church.
b. the Moroni Church.
c. the Mormon Church.
d. the Lehi Church.

4.

The first prophet of the Church in the latter days was
a. Brigham Young.
b. David O. McKay.
c. Lehi.
d. Joseph Smith.

5.

Before we came to this earth to live we
a. lived in heaven as spirits.
b. didn’t live at all.
c. lived on a cloud.
d. lived as another person.
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6.

To guide us in our life and to help us to return to him, Heavenly Father gave us
a. Money.
b. His Church.
c. Schools.
d. Electricity.

7.

Jesus organized His church while He was alive, but after He and His apostles
were killed, the Church
a. stayed upon the earth.
b. became even more true.
c. was taken from the earth.
d. stayed the same.

8.

The church which was restored from heaven by Heavenly Father, Jesus, and
angels is the
a. Protestant Church.
b. Catholic Church.
c. the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
d. Baptist Church.

9.

Joseph went to the Sacred Grove and prayed. He asked which church was true.
He saw
a. the trees move.
b. a bright sun.
c. Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ.
d. The Book of Mormon.

10. Later Joseph prayed in his room. An angel
appeared to him. The angel’s name is
a. Moses.
b. Moroni.
c. Nephi.
d. Noah.
11. There is only one way to have the doors of
heaven opened to us and that is to
a. be educated.
b. be rich.
c. be baptized.
d. be blessed.
12. The right way to be baptized is to
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a.
b.
c.
d.

have water poured on your head.
have water sprinkled on you head.
be placed under water by a minister of any church.
be placed under the water by someone who holds the priesthood.

13. After a person is baptized, he/she received a gift by the laying on of hands. The
gift is
a. the Holy Ghost.
b. the Angel Moroni.
c. the spirit of friendship.
d. John the Baptist.
14. When a person gets baptized, he/she promises to keep the Word of
a. the Gospel.
b. Wisdom.
c. The Bishop.
d. Testimony
15. The Word of Wisdom is found in a book called
a. the Bible.
b. the Book of Mormon.
c. The Pearl of Great Price.
d. The Doctrine and Covenants.
16. The Word of Wisdom says we should not
a. swear.
b. swim in deep water.
c. smoke or drink.
d. kill.
17. When we pay tithing, we pay
a. one-fifth of what we have earned.
b. one-half of what we have earned.
c. all of what we have earned.
d. one-tenth of what we have earned.

18.The tithing we pay is
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a. taken to heaven by an angel.
b. sent to the Church headquarters and used by the Church leaders in building
up the Church program.
c. placed in a bank and saved.
d. buried in a hill.
19.Joseph Smith was the first prophet of the Church in the latter days. The prophet
today is
a. Brigham Young.
b. Samuel Smith.
c. President Thomas S. Monson.
d. The Bishop.
20.Before we get baptized we should
a. feel sorry for any bad things we have done before and feel certain that we will
not commit them again.
b. do many bad things because we should not do them after.
c. feel happy about the bad things we have done and keep on doing them.
d. not worry about bad deeds; they will all be forgiven anyway.
21.Before being baptized we should decide
a. we are better than everyone else.
b. we will do all we can to always be a good member of the true Church.
c. we have a place in heaven for sure.
d. we can quit studying because we know all we need to know.

My Interview with the Bishop
Before you turn 8 years old, you will need to call the bishop and set up an
appointment with him. The bishop will want to interview you to make sure
you are ready to be baptized. The story on the next two pages will help you
understand what the interview will be like and help you feel more
comfortable about it.
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9. Who is our prophet today? President Thomas S. Monson. His counselors are
President Henry B Eyring and President Dieiter F. Uchtdorf. Explain to your
child the important of having a living prophet today and how vital it is to have a
prophet who receives inspiration for the church on our behalf.
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Interview! ! !

!

By Lisa H. Fernelius!!

!

Friend, May 1996, 40

“I’m scared!” Adam blurted out as he and Mom drove to the church.
“There’s no need to be scared, Son.”
“But what will he ask me? What if I don’t know the answers? Will I still get to be baptized?”
“You don’t need to worry. It will be very much like the father interviews you have each
month,” Mom replied, parking the car.
“But why do we have to do it in the bishop’s office?” Adam asked as he shut the car door.
“Because that’s where he interviews all the boys and girls before they’re baptized. I think it
helps them understand how important baptism is.”
Adam and Mom sat down outside the bishop’s door. Soon it opened. “Hello, you two,” he greeted
them warmly. “Adam, come in. I’ve been looking forward to our visit all day.”
Mom gave Adam a smile of encouragement as the door closed behind him.
After a few questions about school, the bishop asked, “Adam, do you love Jesus?”
Adam nodded.
“Would you tell me what you’re doing to show Him that you love Him.”
“Well, I want to be baptized like He was. And I try to be a good example to my friends so
they’ll want to know about the Church.”
“Very good. Anything else?”
“I pay my tithing, go to church, and say my prayers. And I’m preparing to serve a mission.”
“Excellent! I want you to know that I appreciate how kind and helpful you are to others, too,”
the bishop added. “That’s another important way you show love for the Savior. Let’s read a
scripture in Mosiah 18:10 about baptism.”
Adam took the book from the bishop and carefully read: “ ‘Now I say unto you, if this be the
desire of your hearts, what have you against being baptized in the name of the Lord, as a
witness before him that ye have entered into a covenant with him, that ye will serve him and
keep his commandments, that he may pour out his Spirit more abundantly upon you?’ ”
“Adam, are you willing to serve the Lord and keep His commandments?” the bishop asked.
“Yes!”
“Well then, you’re ready to be baptized.”
The two stood up. The bishop shook Adam’s hand. Then he gave Adam a big hug.
“Congratulations! I’m very, very proud of you.”
“Thanks, Dad,” Adam said with a grin.
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A DAY TO

REMEMBER
B Y J A N E M C B R I D E C H O AT E
(Based on a true story)

And now when I am baptized, I’ll follow his example—
be baptized by immersion through sacred priesthood
pow’r (Children’s Songbook, 102).

P

eter walked into the Primary room and sat
down with his class. But he wasn’t thinking about Primary. Peter had just turned
eight, and he was thinking about how excited he
was for next Saturday, when he was going to be
baptized.
Sister Spencer stood up to conduct sharing
time. “We’re fortunate to have Brother Lancaster
of the bishopric with us today,” she said.
Peter liked Brother Lancaster. He always had
a smile for the children in the ward.
“Sister Spencer asked me to tell you about
my baptism,” Brother Lancaster said. “I was
baptized on a very cold day in March. It
was so cold that some of the pipes in
the stake center had frozen and burst.
The whole basement of the stake center
was ﬂooded with six inches of icy water.
Unfortunately, that is where the baptismal
font was.”
Peter’s friend Jeremy raised his hand. “How did
they get the water out so you could
be baptized?” he asked.
“Well, it took a lot of men to drain
the water,” Brother Lancaster said. “And
they couldn’t do it before the baptism.”
“So was your baptism canceled?”
Jeremy asked.
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“No,” Brother Lancaster answered. “I waded
through the water to get to the baptismal font.
The water in the font was so cold that I was sure
I was turning blue. My father was shivering as he
said the words of the baptism prayer. As cold as
I was, though, I wouldn’t trade a minute of that
experience. Do you know why?”
The children shook their heads.
Peter leaned forward in his seat. He was eager
to hear why Brother Lancaster didn’t mind the
freezing cold water.
“Because it made me think of the pioneers.
They sometimes had to be baptized in frozen
rivers and streams where the men
had to break apart the ice. It
also reminded me of the
sacriﬁces many people
make to become members
of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints.”
Brother Lancaster wiped

ILLUSTRATIONS BY MATT SMITH
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some tears from his eyes. “My baptism was 43
years ago, but I still remember every detail. It
was one of the most important days of my life.”
Peter wondered what his baptism would be
like. Would he still be able to remember it when
he was as old as Brother Lancaster?
When Saturday came, Peter looked at the
baptismal font, ﬁlled with clean, warm water.
He wouldn’t have to wade through icy water
like Brother Lancaster or be baptized in a frozen
stream like the pioneers.
Peter looked at all the special people who
had come to watch him be baptized. The bishop
and Brother Lancaster were there, along with his
family’s home teachers, his
Primary teacher, and the
Primary presidency.
Peter held on tight
to Dad’s hand as
he stepped into the
baptismal font. He
felt the warm water
on his feet and legs.
Then Peter’s father
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“When I was eight years of age . . . [my mother] took
me on a streetcar to the Tabernacle baptistry. . . . I
dressed in white and was baptized. I remember that
day as though it were yesterday and the happiness I
felt at having had this ordinance performed.”1
President Thomas S. Monson

baptized him a member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. When he came up
out of the water, Peter felt his heart could almost
burst with happiness.
After he had changed into dry clothes,
Peter walked back to the room where his
family and friends were waiting. When Brother
Lancaster reached out to shake his hand,
Peter smiled and said, “I’ll remember this day
for the rest of my life.” ●

Keeping a journal
is another great way
to remember your
baptism.
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I n v i tat i o n
BY MARIANNE SORENSEN LEMON
(Based on a true story)
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to a B aptism
T
To be baptized as Jesus was . . . Is just the thing I want to
do (Children’s Songbook, 104).
hat was excellent! You are certainly ready for
the recital, Gideon,” said Mrs. Allen, Gideon’s
violin teacher.
Gideon smiled. He enjoyed playing his violin. After
he put away his instrument, he looked through Mrs.
Allen’s collection of stickers.
“I think I’ll take this shiny one,” he
said, holding up a “Happy Birthday”
sticker for Mrs. Allen to see.
“That’s right! It’s almost your birthday,
isn’t it?” Mrs. Allen asked.
“Yes, and not just any birthday. This one is extra
special,” Gideon said. He stuck his new sticker on the
cover of his music book. “I’m going to be eight years
old, and you know what that means?”
“No, I don’t know what it means.” Mrs. Allen looked
confused.
“It means that I can be baptized,” Gideon said.
“Oh, you weren’t baptized as a baby?” Mrs. Allen
asked.
“No. In our church we are baptized when we turn
eight. That’s when we know right and wrong and can
choose between them,” Gideon explained.
“I guess that makes sense,” Mrs. Allen said. “I never
thought of it that way.”
“I have an idea!” Gideon said. “Why don’t you come
to my baptism and then you can see what I mean?”
Mrs. Allen was interested, so Gideon told her
when and where he would be baptized.
On the day of his baptism, Gideon and Dad
dressed in white pants and shirts. Gideon smiled
as his mom took pictures. Then he saw Mrs. Allen
and went to greet her. “I’m glad you could come,”
he said.
“I’m happy to be here,” she said. She shook hands
with Mom and Dad. They sat together while Brother
Roberts conducted the meeting.
ILLUSTRATIONS BY MATT SMITH

As Gideon sang and listened to the talk on
baptism, he paid close attention to the words. He
hoped Mrs. Allen would understand why he was
being baptized at age eight.
Then it was time to be baptized. He went down
into the font with Dad, listened carefully to the words
of the baptismal prayer, and bent his
knees to go under the water. When he
came up, he wiped water from his eyes
and smiled at Mom and Mrs. Allen.
He and Dad changed their clothes
and slipped quietly into the row beside Mom
and Mrs. Allen. They were watching “The Touch of the
Master’s Hand” from the Family Home Evening video.
It was about a violin that gets damaged, but then is

FRIEND OCTOBER 2007

33

19

“We are to go out to them, and to invite them
to join us. We are to be missionaries.”

repaired by the man who made it. Gideon noticed Mrs.
Allen wiping her eyes as she listened to the poem and
watched the master play the old violin.
After the video someone spoke on the gift of the
Holy Ghost. Then Dad confirmed Gideon.
“Did you like my baptism?” Gideon asked Mrs.
Allen following the closing prayer.
“It was wonderful!” Mrs. Allen said. “Now I understand why your church waits until age eight to baptize

President Boyd K. Packer, Acting
President of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, “ ‘Feed My Sheep,’ ” New Era,
Oct. 1987, 6.

children.” She smiled. “I liked the video too, but it was
awful watching that beautiful violin get damaged!”
“I know,” Gideon said. “But I’m glad it was fixed
in the end. It’s kind of like repentance. I’m clean now,
but when I make mistakes I can be fixed, just like
that violin.”
Mrs. Allen laughed. “What a good way to think of it.
I’ll remember that every time I play my violin.” ●

34

20

Other FHE Resources
Did you know that doing a search on www.lds.org in the Friend magazine section
on baptism will bring up over 650 articles and lessons on baptism?
Here’s a short list to get you started:
• Special Witness: Baptism, Robert D. Hales, Friend, January 2003
• I will Make and Keep My Baptismal Covenant, Cheryl Esplin, Friend, May 2009
• Born Again through Baptism, James E. Faust, Friend, 2005
• Spiritual Power of Our Baptism, Carol B. Thomas, Friend, March 2000
• Melissa’s Baptism, Helen E. Keezer, Friend, March 1984
• Logan’s Baptism, Jane McBride Choate, Friend, July 2005
• At Jessica’s Baptism, Barbara Powers Krusen, Friend, April 2000
• Questions & Answers About Baptism, Friend, August 2008
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The Importance of the Sacrament
When we take the Sacrament we have the opportunity to renew the
covenants that we make at baptism. The Sacrament prayers can be
found in D&C 20:77 & 79. Read through the prayers and see if you can
find some of the promises you will make at baptism. Then, each
Sunday, listen to the prayers carefully and think about these promises
when you take the Sacrament.

How Repentance Works
When we truly repent of something we have done wrong, the Lord is pleased and makes us a
wonderful promise:
“Behold, he who has repented of his sins, the same is forgiven, and I, the Lord,
remember them no more.” D&C 58:42
Below are six sentences that will help you understand what repentance means. See if you
can write the missing words in the blanks using the helpful clue letters.
1. If we would always do r_ _ _ _ we would have no need to repent.
2. When we do things that are w _ _ _ g, it is necessary for us to repent before we can be
truly happy again.
3. To repent means that we must be honestly s _ _ r _ for what we have done.
4. It is necessary that we _ ra _ to our Heavenly Father when we are repenting of
something we have done.
5. In that prayer, we ask to be f _ _ g _ _ _ n. Then we must make things right again with
the person or in the situation where we have been wrong.
6. If we r _ _ _ _ t a wrong that we are repenting of, our repentance is incomplete. We must
then try even harder to never do it again.
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Faith in God Wordsearch
The words and phrases below are some of the things you can do to receive your
Faith in God Awardy by the time you graduate from primary. Can you find them by
searching down, across, and diagonally?
Faith In God	

	

	

Read scriptures	

	

Attend Church	

	

Bishopric Interview	

 	

Pray Daily	

 	

	

Write Testimony
L

Keep the Commandments	

Cub Scouts	

 	

	

Pay Tithing	

 	

	

Serve Others	

	

	

Articles of Faith	

	


T U R Q P E W F

D C O J

Y N R L

B A M E P A Y T

T D R O A

	

	

	

	

	


I

Honor Parents
Prepare for Priesthood
Activity Days
Live the Gospel
Develop Talents

T

F Y G A S

I

W T R

A G E Y M Q E B S C E R U N D O E
I

T H

I

N G R C

T O R D R K A V T S V C D C W T

J

U N L C

I

Z E

L

J O W D S T G D

I

M G M K E E P T H E C O M M A N D M E N T S C T V
P H R N P E F X

I

C K E V T K F E S F Y T

T G

I

W A R Y A N T S M A V

X E

L R R A A W G B H O K E B M Y T H

U D S P E

J Q Y O A A A T

V E G B F R E A D S C R

I

I

L

T B A E

Z B U G S W
J

I

R T

E Y S O H

T E N D C H U R C H S E
P T U R E S G V D O P G

E V F Y O N S Z K A F N T C D Q S M E N E C P S O
T E B A R T G L R T
Y

L U R P C N L

I

I

X S

I

W U D L G H O R R C S

B Q L N R C

J

N D C D T K

I

T P

H O N O R P A R E N T S Y H W L G A W P H W C Z E
C P E B

I

D T P

E Q T R S G Y T P U R D L

L

N D N P R D G F C R X E V O D E

Y A C Z S V

L Q F H K

N L

V

A C T

I

I

I

S B A

T Y D A Y S E

L

I

I

N L

S W G R L N U N

S M O C S R T

L H

L D P R F U G E B P

T E X W H V C S Y N Z A D C R W E X K D F Q R Y T
I

N D E O R M E Z G Y V R O B

L

P U E Y C A V M L

N T R C O G O W E P

J

I

G S K

I

T E T E S T

E

L

I

D S F H W R

T A P E

V U M H K R N O M H
I

I

D E

M O N Y E T U

L D U G Y Q A S W E D R F

T

L

Y W O H
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